Notes on the Giant Frog, Rana macroclan 

By K. Si[Rljlkv, M. A, 

Two varieties of die frog', Rtina viacrudan, have been generally 
recognised. Tie typical form was frirst obtained in Java and 
named by Knhl; a description was given by Dumerll and Bib roll 
(0 in 1S41 Gunther^ description (*'\ applies In this form. 

In 1655 bJvib v3J described a new species from Tenasserim, 
A*n?jn fifjra (preoccupied) which Bouletlger \i$\ 3 ms included under 
11 is var. biyfhii, As this is h in effect, a new name for A*, fusca the 
i:y 1 ucal it y tuay I *u 1 :l h-_ n as I’e 11asseriin. F>ly L]i *§ vc ry j nadeq 11 ar e 
description has been amplified by Anderson (4Vand Stolttzka. (5), 

Dealing with specimens from Singapore, Elan Cord (6) 5 a y% 
they arc broader in Lhc head than R. fused and mentions broad- 
headed specimens from Java, in the British Museum, A, f ft tea 
oi ElyLli is placed by Boutenger (7 and -S. in the synonymy of 
/ 1 . wacrpdotL 

Flower (9) distinguishes between the broad-headed Singapore 
and narrow-headed Penang varieties-. Lie appears to regard trie 
narrow headed form a northern variety and fro) comments on 
i-lie fact llial it L found as far south as Jphone, Reference h also 
made to a -,i inch specimen taken by Butler in Kuala Lumpur, hut 
neither 1 lower nor Butler (11) state to .which form tins sped men 
belongs; the ] at Lor speaks of "a inch monsters from jungle-pools 
in the low country/ 1 Another large specimen, inches in lengt-h, 
was taken by A, D, Machado at Selin sing, near Buntoug, Pahang 
in tStjq as recorded by Hanhsrh ( 12 ). It is of 1 1 1 e hrond-headed 
variety tind is evidi'iJly lhc specimen erroneously referred zo 
Singapore by Huitlenger (i%); This author, hi his work on the 
Peninsular fauna M_il, evinces a dclerminatEon io make the 
facts fit his preconceived theory of a northern and southern form 
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Tit<' following ace analyses of specimens from various laca- 

1|TIL:S /vjv k (?&***%* 0*SVBg KW*iHg>. 

1131 h Ll - snbat broadens stiylilly n:*li age.. Wind limb usually 
shorter than. but in some cases equals and in ore specimen sur- 


pusses snout, 

Pahang. {Siteusing) (.A)- . .. 

roinm^. 1 l.nhak / fi initng) (Dj. Narrow head, long legs. 

i, It 1, with rather large head. 

Malacca. (A)» 

Job*rt. (fcvh ringgit f A j. 

J chore. [Pcicptih \ r allcy\ (R,i, Narrow hertd, lung 


whert mi-"I stiru 11. 


.Viif£f!/mrc\ (A ami m 

Sihcrnl, Mattam la's. Head as broad as long or slightly 
broader, but narrow compared with lengLli of body: 


legs short. 

I /win: Bain broad as long or broader: 

Banter \ Bantu ; i eg3 medium. 

{ Betti)ton J 

The varkU- Uf'driaa of Anderson (ili), type locality Turn bang 
Marorw-.i, Central Borneo, is not represented in the collection of 
tiit* Raffles Museum, but appears from the description to he of 
tiie same order as the above minor forms, 

A list of the most important references is appended. 
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